ADPn. Number 10/635.035 fMercuri et al.) GAU 3764 After Final Amendment 


REMARKS -General 

The claims under consideration, 1-3 and 5-20 have been amended to define the 
invention more particularly and distinctly so as to overcome the technical rejections and 
define the invention patentably over the prior art. Specifically, claims 1 and 2 have 
been amended to distinguish tiie present invention over the cited prior art. Claims 12, 
13, and 16 have been canceled. 

The Applicants submit that the amendments made herein were not made earlier in 
prosecution of tiie case owing to a failure to communicate adequately with the attomey 
of record on this case the nature of the prefenred embodiment of the invention. 

The Rejection of Claims 1-3, 5-16 Under 35 U.S.C. 103, First Paragraph Overcome 

In review of the Office Action of May 5, 2007, claims 1-3 and 5-16 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103. first paragraph, as being unpatentable over Hathaway in view other prior 
art. Hathaway was cited as having first and second handles, that in tiie specification of 
Hathaway, are defined as loops of flexible material. Hence claim 1 has been amended 
to more particularly define the invention over Hathaway by establishing handles that are 
"rod-like members of substantially circular cross-section formed from hard, substantially 
rigid material." This is supported by the specification in the second paragraph of page 4 
and with reference to Figures 4 and 7. All claims dependent on claim 1 are submitted 
to be patentable by virtue of the patentability of daim 1 . 

CONCLUSION 

For the above reasons, applicants submit that the claims are now in proper forni and 
that the claims define patentably over tiie prior art. 
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Very respectfully, 



Bryce T. Mercuri 



-Applicants Pro Se- 


Certificate of Mailing: I hereby certify that this correspondence, and attachments, if 
any, will be deposited with the United States Postal Service by First Class Mail, postage 
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to "Box Non-Fee Amendments. Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450" on the date below. 


Date: 


Inventor's Signature: /Oi/z^ ^ / ^ I/A/iamI 
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